A HISTORY OF POLAND
anarchy, and bloodshed created by the counter-revolu-
tionary wars in Soviet Russia. Li the spring of 1920
Pilsudski decided that the time was ripe to fulfil his
dream of a scries of buffer States between Poland and
Russia, under Polish protection. The Hetman Petliura
had formed an anti-Bolshevik government in the Russian
Ukraine. Pilsudski joined forces with die Hetman,
secured his recognition of Poland's claims to die
Ukrainian province of Eastern Galicia, and with the
Hetman's army swept into southern Russia as far as the
ancient city of Kiev.
This daring advance well nigh proved fetal to Poland.
The Polish capture of Kiev aroused non-Bolshevik as
well as Bolshevik anger in Russia. A lull in the counter-
revolutionary fighting on die north and the cast allowed
of a concentration of Russian forces in the south. Kiev
was recaptured, the Poles were driven out of the
Ukraine, Wilna in die north was taken, and the Russian
General Budienny's crack cavalry corps menaced Lwow.
In the summer of 1920 the Russian armies had reached
die outskirts of Warsaw, and the fate of the country
seemed settled. The Allies in die west were preoccupied
with their own after-war problems: economic collapse,
social discontent, war-weariness, unemployment. There
was little inclination to aid Poland. Transport workers
in England, France, Germany, and even in Danzig,
refused to permit the passage of munitions. Hungary
alone sent war material to Poland's assistance. When
the Bolshevik armies were on the point of entering
Warsaw, and a provisional Soviet government had
already been created in anticipation of the capture of
the capital, General Weygand, Marshal Foch's chief of
staff, arrived with a French military mission, and almost
simultaneously the tide of invasion began to turn.
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